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Scott AFB Retiree Activities Office

The Scott AFB Retiree Activities Office
(RAO) is open Monday through Friday
from 0900 to 1500. Contact us by phone at
618-256-5092, or send an e-mail to scot-
trao@us.af.mil. Also available is our web
page, www.raolibrary.org, it has the Scott
AFB pharmacy formulary listing medica-
tions available at the Scott Pharmacy.
Search the list alphabetically or by catego-
ry. Click on “printable copy” for a copy to
show your doctor.

Another service provided is “For Your
Information (FYI).” It is relevant informa-
tion that the office volunteer considers of
interest to the retired military community
sent by e-mail. To get your name added or
deleted from the FYI addresses list, send a
request to our e-mail requesting “FYI”
service. Include in your request your first
and last name, your e-mail address and
your telephone number. This way you may
be contacted by telephone when there is an
e-mail failure. We mail a quarterly Military
Retiree Newsletter to approximately

23,000 military retiree addresses. If you
know a fellow retiree who may be interest-
ed in this publication, call or send an e-mail
to get them on the mailing list. To read past
Military Retiree Newsletters, or the “Scott
AFB Retiree Activities Program” brochure
go to our web page, and in the lower left
corner, click on “Retiree Information
Sources.”

Some of the many services available at
Scott AFB are: securing or updating
DEERS, ID cards, and DBIDS registration
at building P-10, casualty assistance at
building 1650, and prescriptions in the
Satellite Pharmacy at building 1948. Scott
AFB also offers many of the attractions of
a good neighborhood. Scott has an excel-
lent base exchange, commissary, consoli-
dated mess (Scott Club), library, hobby-
shop, aero and gun club and sources of pre-
pared food and beverage, plus swimming,
bowling, fitness center, and golfing.

Source: Director, Scott RAO) SMSGT
Denver Baldwin, USAF, (Retired)

Scott RAO Satellite Arlington Heights
Retiree Assistance Office (SRAQ)

85th USAR Support Command

1515 W. Central Road

Bldg. 203, Retiree Office

Arlington Heights, IL 60005-2475

The SRAO serves as a link between
retirees, dependents, and annuitants to their
respective branches of service or benefits.
Our host organization is the 85th USAR
Support Command. Volunteers staff the
SRAO from 0900 to 1500 hours, Monday
through Friday. Contact us by telephone
847-506-7625 or e-mail: oharearlington-
rao@sbcglobal.net.

A toll-free number is available when
calling the Arlington Heights USARC.
Call 1-800-741-4650, then enter the last
four digits of the number (the extension),

after a menu prompt. (Our office is 1-800-
741-4650 ext 7625). Appointments are
required for ID cards at extension 7616.
Auto decals are no longer available here.

Our building has an entry card security
system, and extension numbers (the last
four of the phone number) can be used to
call any office by using the yellow access
telephone next to the door. Escorts are
required in the building. A strip map is
available if needed to visit the Arlington
Heights USARC, so contact us for one. Our
building (203) is directly in front of the
flagpole and has a DCMA sign. The facility
is accessible to those with disabilities.

Source: Director Scott SRAO Frank
Krus, SMS, USAF (Retired)
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Scott RAO Satellite Jefferson Barracks

The office is located in Building 65,
Kearny Street, Jefferson Barracks, MO.
The mailing address is Scott RAO Satellite
JB, 65 Kearney Street, St Louis, MO
63125. Office hours are Tuesday and
Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon, except the
second and third Thursday of the month,
when hours be from 9-11 a.m. to permit
volunteers to attend the Scott RAO meeting
and the monthly luncheons. The telephone
number is 314-527-8212. The e-mail
address is  157aog.rao@ang.af.mil.
Information and assistance is available in
Jefferson County in Festus at 636-931-
5090, evenings or weekends, or stop by 509
W. Main St. in Festus, MO. Retired USAF
woman and widows in South St. Louis, St.
Louis County, and Jefferson County can
contact the office for additional information
or request to be added to the address list.
The expansion and renovation of Jefferson
Barracks has included the opening of a new
Reserve and National Guard Training cen-
ter (Building 24); located in the southwest-
ern part of the Jefferson Barracks Air
National Base. This area previously was
the MoNG motor pool, OMS-10. This
opening brings, with the renovation proj-
ects on base, newly formed military organ-
izations and changes of missions for others.
Some units from Lambert/St Louis ANG
Base have relocated to Whiteman AFB,
MO, others are pending a move to Jefferson

Barracks. Due to the damage to the south
area of the Lambert installation, caused by
a tornado, changes in the relocation plans
have been altered. We have increased the
distribution of the Newswire (monthly
newsletter) to include the Lambert retirees.
Included in our expanded area are all of the
American Legion and VFW Posts in the
Greater St Louis area. More Air Force
retirees and widows from eastern Missouri
are now also included in our communica-
tion through the Newswire, telephone
inquiries, the Scott RAO website and by
email. A directory of organizations included
in the Jefferson Barracks Community and
Scott AFB are listed:

e The Jefferson Barracks Community
Council, Art Schuermann, President, 314-
5278369, Website www.jbccstl.org

* Veterans Hospital, 314-487-0400, stop
by to visit the Fischer House

e National Cemetery 314-260-8691
Family Readiness, Kathy Fitzgerald, 314-
527-6362

e Military Funeral Honor Guard, Major
Smith, Director 314-416-6642 or 1-877-
221-6361.

e MO National Guard Retirement
Services Office, Jefferson City, 573-638-
9648.

Source: Director, Scott JBSRAO,
CMSGT Gerald B. Hansen, USAF,
(Retired)

Military retiree pay dates to change

Paydays for military retirees and those
who receive portions of retired pay are
changing for December, as the Defense
Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS)
changes its pay schedule to comply with the
2011 National Defense Authorization Act.

This year payments normally scheduled
for Jan. 3, 2012, will be issued on Dec. 30,
2011. For the calendar year 2011, this

means military retirees will receive 13
rather than the normal 12 payments.
Customers should speak with a tax advisor,
the Internal Revenue Service or their state
tax authority to determine if their tax with-
holding will satisfy federal and state
income taxes when they file returns next
year.
Source: DFAS

Scott RAO Satellite Rantoul Retiree Program

The Military Retiree Monthly Breakfast ended with the November meeting. Meetings
resume in March 2012 and are held on the second Saturday of the month at the Red Wheel
Restaurant. For more information call the retiree office at 217-893-1723.

Source Director, Scott SRAO, MSgt Gene Ryan, USAF (Retired)
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131 Bomb Wing RAO O'Fallon, MO

With the relocation of the 131 Bomb Wing from Lambert ANG Base,
Bridgeton, to Whiteman AFB, it was decided to relocate the Retirees Affairs
Office (RAO). The RAO is now co-located with the Veteran’s Affairs
Office in O’Fallon City Hall, Room 313, 100 North Main St., O’Fallon,
MO 63366. The Email address is veteransaffairs@ofallon.mo.us. The
phone number is 636-379-5577.

The new director is Jim David, SMSgt, USAF Retired. Hours are 9
a.m. to 1 p.m., Mondays. Hours will be expanded as more volunteers are
signed on.

The RAO is operated by volunteers to provide assistance to all retirees,
surviving spouses, family members and veterans, regardless of branch of
service. The RAO maintains a library of pertinent information concern-
ing retirees and veterans of all ranks. It is prepared to assist retirees and
veterans with problems and/or questions about VA and other benefits,
privileges, and local activities. Issues that cannot be immediately solved
will be thoroughly researched and address as expeditiously as possible.
Telephone messages and emails left during non-duty hours will be
answered the next office duty day.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the office.

Director James D. David, SMSgt, USAF Ret.

131 BW/CVR O'Fallon RAO

Comm.: 636.379.5577

Cell: 314.750.3002

Email: veteransaffairs @ofallon.mo.us

SSN removal from ID cards update

DoD is in the process of eliminating the Social
Security Number (SSN) from DoD ID cards. The
following key messages and themes will be part of
all communications efforts relating to SSN reduc-
tion.

1. The SSN will no longer be visible on the
cards and should not be relied on for individual
authentication.

2. These changes are being made by the depart-
ment to protect the identity information of the card
holders.

3. The removal of SSNs will occur in three
phase, all of which will be implemented as part of
the normal card lifecycle process:

Phase one, already in progress, will remove the
printed dependent SSN from Dependent
Identification and Privilege cards (DD Forms 1173
and 1173-1) and replace it with the "xxx-xx-
xxxx."At this point, the sponsor’s SSN will remain
visible on the card.

Phase two will remove printed SSNs from all
DoD ID cards. The SSN will be replaced by a

DoD Identification Number which will appear on
all DoD ID cards. Additionally, a "DoD Benefits
Number" will be printed only on those ID cards
that convey benefits. This phase will begin by the
end of May 2011.

Phase three will remove SSNs from barcodes on
all cards and is scheduled to begin during calendar
year 2012.

Individuals will receive a new card upon expira-
tion of the current card. ID cards issuance facilities
are currently issuing DoD cards without SSN
appearing on the card. Current ID cards should not
be replaced until the card is within 30 days of its
expiration date. ID card holders whose ID Card
has an INDEF expiration date and whishes their
SSN to be removed may do so at any time.

NOTE: Tricare beneficiaries should make sure
they have their Social Security Number committed
to memory. It won’t be found on the new DoD ID
cards.

Source: Retiree News, Maxwell-Gunter RAO
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Retired Guard member is Volunteer of the Year

Argent volunteered as a retiree service officer with three organizations

By SMSgt (ret) Henry J. (Joe) Barajas,
Deputy Director
375th Air Mobility Wing
Retiree Activities Office

Scott Air Force Base, Ill.—St. Louis,
Missouri native, retired Senior Master
Sergeant John A. (Jack) Argent was recent-
ly honored as the “Scott AFB Retiree
Activities Office 2010 Volunteer of the
Year” acknowledged by the United States
Air Force Retiree Council’s “Certificate of
Appreciation” in recognition of his dedicat-
ed service to the United States Air Force.

This high honor was bestowed by the Co-
chairmen of the Air Force Retiree Council,
Rodney J. McKinley, Chief Master
Sergeant of the Air Force, Retired, and,
Steven R. Polk, Lt. General, USAF, Retired.
This acknowledgement of retired SMSgt
Argent’s body of outstanding volunteer
work took place at the recent 26th Annual
Retiree Appreciation Day held September
24,2011 as part of Scott AFB’s continuing,
proud and storied military tradition of hon-
oring our Nations military retirees. As the
installation commander and event host,
Colonel  Michael J.  Hornitschek,
Commander, 375th Air Mobility Wing stat-
ed that since his arrival twelve years ago as
a volunteer, SMSgt Argent brings refresh-
ing and added luster and gives new mean-
ing to the word “volunteerism.” He truly
personifies the very best in his expression
to willingly undertake any service, provide
any assistance, and do whatever it takes or
is necessary for God and Country, the
United States Military, veterans, his fellow
retirees and families, and his community.
SMSgt Argent splits his volunteer duties as
Retiree Service Officer with three organiza-
tions. He is the Eastern District
Representative with the Missouri National
Guard where he serves at Jefferson
Barracks (ANG) Base, St. Louis, Missouri,
the 375th Air Mobility Wing’s Scott AFB
Retiree Activities Office (RAO), and with
the 375th Air Mobility Wing’s Satellite
RAO, also located at Jefferson Barracks
(ANG), Base. His volunteer duties and
responsibilities at Scott AFB include, but

are not limited to, assisting the Director and
Deputy Director, Scott AFB RAO with the
leadership, administration and management
of the Scott RAO business activities, pro-
gram operations and the Scott AFB Retiree
Activities Council. SMSgt Argent assists
retirees and family members of all branches
of the uniformed services with information,
counseling, services and referrals on retiree
benefits, casualty assistance, TRICARE
information and assistance entitlements and
programs, on-base functions and services,
events and base facilities. He also functions
as liaison on behalf of the Scott AFB RAO
Director and Deputy and assists on program
awareness and business operations
improvements; and performs other duties as
required or directed by the program direc-
tor. SMSgt John A. (Jack) Argent was born
February 17, 1939, in Saint Louis,
Missouri.  He attended St. Stephens
Catholic Parochial School, St. Mary’s
Senior High School, and later attended St.
Louis University. SMSgt Argent later
joined the Missouri Air National Guard in
January 1957 to meet his military commit-
ment to serve his Country. Upon return to
civilian life he took a job on the city order
desk at Service Blueprint Co. After a few
years, he was promoted to an outside sales-
man covering the southern part of the city.
After a few years, he went into home
remodeling and construction with a family
member. In 1962 SMSgt Argent went back
to the blueprint business working for Bell &
Howell selling blueprint machines as their
specialist, additionally he sold copiers and
duplicators to the United States Army. Two
years later, he again went in business for
himself and founded the company that is
now called Quality Reprographics Inc. sell-
ing products and blueprints to Architects,
Engineers, Surveyors, and Industry.
During this time SMSgt Argent had pro-
gressed rapidly in rank while in the Air
National Guard and had attained the senior
rank of “Master Sergeant.” As such he thor-
oughly enjoyed his job as
Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of the
Wire Section in the GEEIA squadron. On

Col. Michael Hornitschek, 375th Air Mobility Wing commander, presents
retired Senior Master Sgt. John (Jack) Argent with the 2010 Volunteer of
the Year award during Retiree Appreciation Day at Scott Air Force Base.

the civilian side, his business was growing
and thriving. On the military side he
received a “presidential commission” and
promoted to the rank of “second lieu-
tenant.” By 1970 however, the pressures of
an expanding business and educational
requirements placed on the military, com-
pelled SMSgt Argent to resign his commis-
sion and returned to the enlisted ranks. In
the following years, he served in many
positions of importance as a “guardsman”
with many deployments, awards and deco-
rations and achieved the top rank of “Senior
Master Sergeant.” In October of 1985,
SMSgt Argent retired honorably from the
United States Air Force. He then devoted
all his time to the reproduction business
which was evolving and expanding as the
result of the “high tech era” experienced
throughout the Nation. In 1995 he decided
to sell his thriving reprographics business to
his employees and turned out to be a very
lucrative manner to dispose of the company.
By January of 1996, SMSgt Argent was
retired from military and private service.
Later-on and feeling the call to still serve

his Country, SMSgt Argent volunteer to be
a Retiree Service Officer with the 375th Air
Mobility Wing’s Scott AFB RAO.
Thereafter, the 375th Air Mobility Wing
opened a Satellite RAO located at Jefferson
Barracks (ANG), Base where he volun-
teered to serve and still does. This vital
Satellite RAO serves both the Army and Air
guardsmen. Later in 2008, the Missouri
National Guard established a Retirement
Services program. The program was divid-
ed into seven geographical districts with
three council representatives from each dis-
trict. In 2011, SMSgt Argent was selected
to be a representative in the Eastern district.
The 375th Air Mobility Wing Satellite RAO
located at Jefferson Barracks represents the
bulk of the Air participation in the council.
SMSgt Argent is married to the former
Kathleen (Kathy) Stein of St. Louis,
Missouri. They have four daughters and
one son, Michelle, Stephanie, Annette,
Suzanne, and Thomas. SMSgt Argent and
his wife reside in St. Louis County Concord
Village, Missouri and are devote and active
members of St. Simon the Apostle Church.
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Replacing lost AF documents (DD-214s)

Retirees may obtain missing documents
using Standard Form 180. The most com-
mon record asked for is the form DD-214,
but other service and medical records can
be obtained. The request is made to: The
National Personnel Records Center
(NPRC). The NPRC has provided the fol-
lowing website for veterans to gain
access to their DD-214. Online:
http://vetrecs.archives.gov.

NPRC is working to make it easier for
veterans with computers and internet
access to obtain copies of documents. Other
individuals with a need for documents must
still complete the SF180 which can be
downloaded from the website.

Mailing address: National Archives and
Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi
Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001 and
Phone: 1.866.272.6272
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Retirees rendezvous at Scott’s annual appreciation day

By SMSgt (ret) Henry J. (Joe) Barajas
375th Air Mobility Wing Retiree Activities Office

Scott Air Force Base, Ill. —It was by far
the largest and most successful attended
Retiree Appreciation Day event held at
Scott Air Force Base. Team Scott contin-
ued the storied and proud military tradition
of honoring our military retirees—a highly
respected and honored group of our military
family, community, and our great Nation.
Approximately 300 military retirees and
their families filled the Scott Club Sept. 24
at the special 26th Annual Retiree
Appreciation Day hosted by the installation
commander, Colonel Michael J.
Hornitschek, Commander, 375th Air
Mobility Wing.

In attendance were military retirees from
all branches of the service— Army, Marine
Corps, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard.
All were acknowledged and honored for
their struggle, service and sacrifice in
defense of our Nation. Some retirees wore
with obvious pride and distinction, unique

colored baseball caps and jackets denoting
their branch of service, unit insignias, rank,
military associations such as the VFW,
AFSA, AFA etc., and denoting where they
served or fought, i.e., World War II, the
Korean conflict, the Vietnam conflict, or
the Gulf War. It was awe inspiring and
moving to see these proud, gallant men and
women who served their country in years
and wars past still have that same spirit,
determination, and spunk. In his opening
remarks, Colonel Hornitschek proudly
acknowledged that our Nation highly treas-
ures its military retiree community that
have given so much and are owed by so
many, and that today’s military is a living
memorial to all military retirees, that their
service, whether it was in conflict or during
peacetime, that every day, there are visible
signs and living testimony of countless con-
tributions by our military retirees. He also
acknowledged the spouses of our military
retirees who provided the support, added
strength, and encouragement in taking care

of the home front that was needed in time of
separation or difficulty. He went on to say
that he looked forward to advancing the
magnificent and proud tradition of honoring
our military retirees, and stated, “On behalf
of all U.S. military still serving our Nation,
I humbly thank you for your service—then
and now.” An attendee for the past several
years here, retired Chief Master Sergeant
JC Grantham echoed this observation, “I’m
a Vietnam conflict veteran and a service
officer with the VFW. I pretty much know
what goes on that affects us retired military,
but you folks at Scott got it right by having
this special day that recognizes what we did
for our country. We get to ask questions
from the experts, we get updates on entitle-
ments, we get together in a nice social
atmosphere with the active duty, and that’s
good—it keeps us united and strong. Keep
up the great work, Scott!”As the event host,
Colonel Hornitschek provided an informa-
tive briefing specifically tailored for our
military retirees on the mission, role, scope

and responsibility of the 375th Air Mobility
Wing. The briefing covered how the wing
interfaced with the United States
Transportation Command, Air Mobility
Command, and Eighteenth Air Force in the
overall global execution of assigned duties,
responsibilities, and how their tax-dollars
were hard at work in the defense, security,
and safety of our Nation and its military. As
part of this special event and in keeping
with our proud military tradition of
acknowledging special people for their out-
standing volunteer work, retired Senior
Master Sergeant John A. (Jack) Argent from
the 375th Air Mobility Wing’s Satellite
Retiree Activities Office, located at the
Jefferson Barracks (ANG), Base, St. Louis,
Missouri was honored as the Scott AFB
Retiree Activities Office “2010 Volunteer of
the Year” by the United States Air Force
Retiree Council in recognition for his serv-
ice to the United States Air Force. The
event also featured guest speaker, retired

Continued on Page 9
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Retirees gather at Scott Air Force Base

Continued from Page 8

Senior Master Sergeant Gary
Swanson, current telecommunica-
tions manager, Air Force Network
Integration Center, and, Legislative
Trustee with the Air Force
Sergeants Association (AFSA), Bud
Andrews Gateway Chapter 872,
Scott AFB who briefed and provid-
ed updates on important legislative
issues, military, and entitlement
programs affecting retirees and their
families. Matters such as TRI-
CARE, DFAS, medical, dental,
retirement pay, COLA, Space “A”
Travel were also covered,
explained, with provided informa-
tive handouts.

Retired Master Sergeant Carlos
Mariles, of O’Fallon, Ill., who
attended the special event, said, “It
was by far the most informative
Retiree Appreciation Day I ever
attended—and I have seen a lot
since I retired. It means a lot to me
and my family that our Country rec-

ognizes us for our service and pro-
vides information that we need.”

In his closing remarks, Colonel
Hornitschek stated that it is impor-
tant that our active duty military
must have the opportunity like
Retiree Appreciation Day to main-
tain contact with and assist their fel-
low retirees, retiree’s families, and
members of the active military, and
to keep members of the retiree com-
munity informed on their entitle-
ments and key issues affecting
them. Representatives from organ-
izations such as the Red Cross, Base
Pharmacy, TRICARE, Veterans
Affairs, Mental Health, Internal
Medicine,  Survivor  Benefits
Program, Women’s Health Clinic,
the IRS, Base Legal, Widows
Support Group, and many more
were in attendance with literature
and information and to answer
questions. He thanked lead com-
mittee members Captain Cheryl
Galarza, Senior Master Sergeant

Troy McComb and Master Sergeant
Shad Lochner and others who
organized the entire event and gave
them a, “Well done!” From all
accounts, this special day that hon-
ors our military retirees was fulfill-
ing, enjoyable, informative, and
very rewarding. They were remind-
ed warmly and appropriately that
their service is not forgotten and
that we remain dedicated and united
to serve them and their families.
This special annual retiree apprecia-
tion day is in keeping and consistent
with goals and objectives of the
United States Air Force Retiree
Activities Program and the 375th
Air Mobility Wing. For more infor-
mation on the Scott AFB Retiree
Activities Program contact retired
Senior Master Sergeant Joe Barajas,
Deputy Director, Scott Retiree

Activities  Office, 375th Air
Mobility Wing at 256-5092, or at
scottrao@us.af.mil, or visit

www.raolibrary.org.

Legal assistance for retirees

The 375th AMW legal office would like to remind retirees
that we have walk-in legal assistance on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 0830-1000 and Thursdays from 1300-1430 if
they need to speak to an attorney. If members need a will,
healthcare power of attorney, living will or durable power of
attorney for finances, they can complete their worksheets online
at https://aflegalassistance.law.af.mil/lass/lass.html. They can
call our office with their ticket code after they complete the
worksheets online. This will allow us to pre-draft their docu-
ments before they arrive for legal assistance. If they call us
with their ticket code, they are encouraged to call prior to com-
ing in for legal assistance to ensure their documents are drafted.
Members can also obtain legal information on various topics by
visiting the Air Force Legal Assistance website at https://afle-
galassistance.law.af.mil/lass/lass.html. We would also like to
remind retired members that if they need a notary or a specific
power of attorney, they can accomplish this at the front desk on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and on Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Source ERIN Z. DIXON, Capt, USAF, Chief, General Law
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, DSN: 576-4262, Comm: (618)
256-4262, Fax: (618) 256-8170)
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TRICARE directs SAIC to offer credit
monitoring after data theft

The TRICARE Management Activity
recently directed Science Applications
International Corporation to provide credit
monitoring services for up to 4.9 million
beneficiaries whose health information was
stored on backup computer tapes stolen
from an SAIC employee’s car in San
Antonio. The move reversed a stance TRI-
CARE has maintained for more than six
weeks. In its original announcement of the
mid-September theft, TRICARE down-
played the potential vulnerability resulting
from what it called a data breach.

“The risk of harm to patients is judged to
be low despite the data elements involved
since retrieving the data on the tapes would
require knowledge of and access to specific
hardware and software and knowledge of
the system and data structure.”

In September, TRICARE did not offer
credit monitoring, instead urging beneficiar-
ies “to take steps to protect their personal
information” on their own. On Oct. 10, the
Defense Department was hit with a class
action lawsuit seeking $4.9 billion in dam-
ages and free credit monitoring services. That
was followed by a suit against SAIC, filed on
Oct. 26, that also seeks $4.9 billion in dam-
ages and free credit monitoring services.

TRICARE in a statement last Friday
maintained its position that the risk to any
individual’s personal data is minimal.

“There is no evidence that any of the data
has actually been accessed by a third party,
and analysis shows the chance any data was
actually compromised is low,” the military
health care program said.

Army Brig. Gen. W. Bryan Gamble,
deputy director of the TRICARE
Management Activity said, “We take this

incident very seriously,” and as a result
directed SAIC provide one year of credit
monitoring to patients who want it. SAIC
will also analyze all available data to help
TMA determine if identity theft occurs due
to the data breach, Gamble said. (NOTE:
Concerned patients may contact the SAIC
Incident Response Call Center, Monday
through Friday, 9 am. to 6 p.m. Eastern
Time, at (855) 366-0140 (toll free) for
United States callers and (952) 556-8312
(collect) internationally.) This could hit
SAIC with a hefty bill if all 4.9 million ben-
eficiaries whose data was on the stolen
tapes ask for credit monitoring. When the
Veterans Affairs Department experiences a
loss, theft or exposure of this kind, it rou-
tinely offers credit monitoring services and
up to $1 million annually in identity theft
protection at a cost per veteran of $29.95 a
year. If SAIC provided such monitoring
and protection at the same rate, it would
cost $146.8 million to cover 4.9 million
people. Filings in the class action lawsuit
against Defense over the TRICARE data
theft show that the Justice Department ini-
tially has tapped a high-profile attorney,
Paul Freeborne, who handled the govern-
ment’s losing defense in a lawsuit against
the military’s “don't ask, don't tell” policy
brought by the Log Cabin Republicans, a
gay Republican group. Richard Coffman,
the Beaumont, Texas, lawyer who filed the
class action suit against SAIC, said he does
not expect a reply from the company until
the end of November.

Source: NextGov News Release at
http://www.nextgov.com/nextgov/ing_20111
107_7438.php?oref=rss?zone=NGtoday

Excerpts, MOAA Leg Update, Nov 17, 2011
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